
Briefing Note: Use of Photography and Video Images

This briefing note is to provide clarity on using and publishing of images of young people in Swim Ireland.

The full Filming and Photography policy and the Briefing Note on Camera Devices should be referred to for

more details.

The use of images of young people is based on the risk that the publication of an image poses to a young

person.

The risks to a young person include:

1. Identification of a young person who can be targeted in-person or online for harmful purposes.

2. Identification of a young person by individual(s) where a protection, safety or barring order is in

place to protect the child.

3. Identification of a young person by individual(s) where a supervision or care order is in place to

protect the child.

4. Identification of a young person who is adopted or in foster care.

5. Inappropriate use of image young people images for others’ gratification (this difficult to control).

The following rules are in place in Swim ireland to reduce the potential risk to young people. These risks

can only be mitigated by everyone adhering to the rules:

1. Parents/carers must be aware that images may be taken in an event or activity, often included in

the conditions of entry or participation. Parents/carers may refuse to provide permission where the

risk includes the possibility of a child being identified by an individual from whom a child is being

protected.

2. Any device used to take images must be registered (if at an event) or notified to the club/region (if

at a training/other activity) prior to any images being taken. Anyone taking unauthorised images

will be asked to delete them and they may be subject to further disciplinary action.

3. Any images taken showing the activity of the sport must be action shots and taken appropriately i.e.

do not take images from behind a swimmer or diver bending over on the blocks or dive platform.

4. Images where a young person’s face can be seen must not be accompanied with a caption using any

part of the young person’s name or associated with any report where the child can be identified.

5. Images of young people, where not engaged in the sport activity, must be clothed appropriately, i.e.

shorts/leggings/track bottoms and a shirt/top and fully covering the private parts of the body.

Images of young people posing in their swim wear are not permitted.

6. Images must not be taken in any area deemed private, e.g. toilet, changing area, changing cubicle,

treatment or medical room.

Examples:

Number of images with individual young people posing with medal(s) – their name, or any part of it, must

not be used; a report listing the children’s names or any part of their name must not accompany the image.

It is easy to identify children by matching the medals with individuals named in a report.

Image is taken of a young person in the pool with their head in the water – their name may be used in this

instance as their face and body cannot be seen.

Image taken as a group of young people, such as a Club or squad photo or gala report – their names, or

any part of their names, must not be used; any report listing the children’s names or any part of their name

must not accompany the image/s.
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https://www.swimireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/02/Filming-and-Photography-Policy.pdf
https://www.swimireland.ie/files/images/general/Briefing-Note-Camera-devices-April-2022.pdf

